Tauopathies: one disease or many?
Tauopathies are a group of disorders that have in common abnormal accumulation of tau protein in the brain. Although the different tauopathies have long been considered to be separate diseases, it is now clear that progressive supranuclear palsy, corticobasal degeneration and some forms of tau-positive frontotemporal lobar degeneration share clinical, pathological and genetic features. The important overlap between these disorders suggest they may represent different phenotypes of a single disease process, the clinical result depending on the topography of pathological lesions as well as other unknown factors.